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SUBJECT: QUAI VIEWS OF AZIZ AHMED VISIT 

1. MOREAU, QUAI OFFICIAL HANDLING SOUTH ASIAN AFFAIRS, 

TOLD EMBOFF MARCH 21 THAT DESPITE PROBLEMS FROM 

IMPROMPTU ORGANIZATION THE MARCH 10-13 VISIT OF AZIZ AHMED, MINISTER 
OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE, HAD BEEN 
WITHOUT PROBLEMS - "NOT EVEN A PRESS INDISCRETION."' 

VISIT WAS HURRIEDLY ARRANGED WHEN PAKISTANIS ASKED ON 
MARCH 8 FOR A VISIT TO PARIS DURING AZIZ AHMED'S 
EUROPEAN TRIP. ALTHOUGH QUAFS JOBERT AND LIPKOWSKI 
AND MINISTER OF ARMED FORCES GALLEY WERE ALL OUT OF TOWN 
FOR PART OF AHMED'S VISIT, ALL THREE WERE ABLE TO SEE 
HIM. 

2. PRINCIPAL SUBJECT OF THE GENERAL TOUR D HORIZON OF 
WORLD AND BILATERAL PROBLEMS WAS THE DANGER FOR 
PAKISTAN PRESENTED BY INDIA AND AFGHANISTAN BECAUSE OF 
SOVIET SUPPORT, A FAMILIAR THEME TO THE FRENCH. 

ACCORDING TO AHMED, CHINA WAS A FRIEND BUT FAR AWAY; 
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THE U.S. WAS UNKIND BECAUSE IT REFUSED TO SUPPLY ARMS. 
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AHMED ALSO DISCUSSED THE ENERGY PROBLEMS OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES WHICH WERE NOT PETROLEUM PRODUCERS. AHMED 
DISCUSSED THE PROMISES OF PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT FROM 
FELLOW MUSLIM COUNTIRES (PARTICULARLY LIBYA) WHICH 
PAKISTAN RECEIVED AT THE LAHORE CONFERENCE. 

PAKISTANIS ALSO RAISED FRENCH ECONOMIC AID. BUT IT WAS 
CLEAR THAT THE GOP COULD ABSORB EVEN THE AID 
WHICH FRANCE HAD AGREED TO PROVIDE DURING BHUTTO S JUNE 
1973 VISIT. 

3. MOREAU SAID AHMED HAD ALSO RAISED FRENCH MILITARY 
AID TO PAKISTAN. AHMED WAS MUCH LESS REALISTIC THAN 
BHUTTO AND ASKED FOR A BROAD RANGE OF ASSISTANCE TO 
PERMIT PAKISTAN TO BE SELF-SUFFICIENT IN ARMS PRODUCTION 
AS A RESPONSE TO INDIA'S ACQUIRING THE CAPABILITY TO 
PRODUCE HELICOPTERS AND MISSILES. ALTHOUGH SOME PROGRESS 
WAS MADE IN ARMS DEALS, THE FRENCH WERE NOT ANXIOUS TO 
BECOME INVOLVED IN AMBITIOUS PROJECTS SUCH AS A PLANT FOR 
THE PRODUCTION OF MIRAGES. IT WAS CLEAR THAT PAKISTAN'S 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT MADE THIS KIND OF REQUEST 
COMPLETELY UNREALISTIC. MOREAU ALSO NOTED THAT PAKISTANI 
PRODUCTION OF MIRAGES COULD RESULT IN PAKISTANI EFFORTS 
TO EXPORT MIRAGES IN COMPETITION WITH FRANCE. MOREAU 
COMMENTED THAT THE REQUESTS WERE SO UNREALISTIC - AND 
BHUTTO WAS SO SOPHISTICATED - THAT FRENCH QUESTIONED 
THE SINCERITY OF THE REQUESTS. THEY WERE INCLINED TO 
THINK THAT, IN BHUTTO'S MIND AT LEAST, THESE REQUESTS 
WERE CONSIDERED USEFUL IN NUDGING THE U.S. TOWARD 
RESUMPTION OF A MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR 
PAKISTAN ON THE ORDER OF THAT FOR IRAN. 

4. COMMENT: THE AFP ANNOUNCEMENT MADE IT FAIRLY CLEAR 
THAT NOTHING SPECIFIC HAD HAPPENED DURING AHDMD'S VISIT 
AND MOREAU'S ACCOUNT CONFIRMS THIS IMPRESSION. 
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